THE   CITY   OF   NINEVEH

by Hadji Hussein Pasha, one of the Abdul Jaleel
family. They are now in many places fast falling
into ruin, and are in great need of restoration. These
walls are pierced by about twelve gates, which are
shut at sunset or soon after.

About five hours' journey from Mosul is the little
village of Elkosh, believed by many to have been the
birthplace of the prophet Nahum, and also the scene
of his life-work and burial. This village, now in-
habited by Chaldeans, is reverenced by Moslems and
Christians alike, but more especially is it looked upon
as a holy place by the Jews. There is a synagogue
in which is supposed to lie the tomb of the prophet;
to this the Jews flock for the yearly pilgrimage,
having done so from time immemorial.

Kalah Shurgat is another interesting place, situated
two days' journey from Mosul. It consists of an old
Assyrian ruin, said to be the remains of the ancient
city of Asshur. The Germans have been excavating
there for some years, and are doing it very thoroughly.
The whole ground floor of the palace and temple are
laid bare, and are in a wonderful state of preservation.
One of the excavators pointed out to us the " bath-
room" of the palace, running through which was a
mono-rail, evidently having been constructed for the
purpose of conveying water from the reservoir to the
bath. This tram-line must have been one of the
first ever invented! It was simply a groove cut in
the marble floor, on which probably a one-wheeled
trolley ran.

The climate of Mosul is a very variable one, the
summers being excessively hot and the winters cold.

During the hot months all the inhabitants sleep at
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